IMPORTANT: Study these lessons the same time and same place each day!

Introduction:

ngratulations! Your life will never be the same again. Constantly you will be reminded of

Goddés overall bl essings, and His continual w
death was not in vain for at least one more person. He loves you so much; He would have died
even if you were the only one who responded back in love.

The format of the following daily lessons is simple and straightforward. All quotations, unless
otherwise noted, are from the New American Standard Bible (updated translation).

It is extremely important that you use this series of studies to develop that habit of Bible study. To

do this you must study through each lesson at the same time and same place each day. There will
naturally be interruptions to the daily routine, but please do not allow them to interfere with this new
habit you are trying to develop. Skipping a
to stop this development if you pick it back up the very next day. Habits are developed in three
weeks. Try to use the same place and chair to do all these studies. At times, the devil will do all he
can to interfere with this powerful beginning you are attempting. This habit, if continued through life,
will be such a strong ally that the devil will have less and less of an affect upon you.

There IS no particular order to the lessons. Each one is independent and not based upon any

others. Some references are quoted. Please read them carefully. Some verses are listed, but not
guoted. Your study will be more profitable if you take the time to look up each text.

A the end of each lesson are questions. Please take the time to write down your answers.

These are not fill in the blank, but rather thought questions. Some will be based on information
directly from the lesson. Others are for the purpose of recording your reaction to the lessons.
These are the kind of questions that can stay with you all day as you meditate on the answers. If
you find you cannot think of an answer, that is fine. You can go back later. If you also discover
that later, maybe even days later, you want to add to your answer, please do. This is your book.
This is your new life. How you respond to all these new challenges will make eternal differences in
both your life and many others who observe you day by day.

After the questions, there is an idea to pray about which is based upon the lesson. Again, room is
provided for you to write down your prayers. We find having a very specific prayer keeps us
focused on what God is doing for us, where we are in our spiritual growth, and even what we hope
God will use us for.

Cmgratulations, God loves you, and so do we!

Sincerely wishing you the greatest of joy as you grow in the Lord and grow fruitful in His service,
Ricky Shanks

rickyshanks@charter.net
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IMPORTANT: Study these lessons the same time and same place each day!
Lesson/Day #1 - Onward and Upward

| press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. (Phil.3:14)

The very day you put on Christ, a new journey begins i a walk onward and upward. Did you notice the
positive nature of our journey together 1 it is onward and upward? Be prepared, there will be times we live
the ol 6 clich®, itwo steps forward, one step bac
notice the context of this uplifting description of our new life.

Philippians 3:7 But whatever things were gain to me, those things | have counted as loss for the
sake of Christ. 8 More than that, | count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom | have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but
rubbish so that | may gain Christ, 9 and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own
derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from
God on the basis of faith, 10 that | may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the
fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death; 11 in order that | may attain to the
resurrection from the dead. 12 Not that | have already obtained it or have already become perfect,
but | press on so that | may lay hold of that for which also | was laid hold of by Christ Jesus. 13
Brethren, | do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing | do: forgetting what lies
behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead, 14 | press on toward the goal for the prize of the
upward call of God in Christ Jesus.

That which is in the past is gone, including each and every one of our sins. We now have a righteousness
that is not derived from our own goodness. | snd
to Ilove us? I snét that how parents | ove their <c¢h
Christ that even his past accomplishments were now considered rubbish. Consider this word rubbish. It
could be translated dung or table scraps. Disgusting, | know, but while it is disgusting it is also vivid. All our
glories of the past are worthless in comparison to presently having Jesus in our life.

Paul desires to know three things: (1) Jesus, (2) the power of His resurrection, and (3) the fellowship or
sharing of His sufferings. OQur new | ife is pers;¢
willingness to give up everything because Jesus gave up everything. To be successful, we have to let go of
the past and hold on to the present as we walk to the future. It is not always going to be easy. There might
even be some suffering. But Jesus thought it worthwhile enough for us that He endured the ultimate in
suffering.

; I§ee,p your
eyes on the Lord as you travel this road. s | ////,
¥ \\//

>

Questions:
1 Whatis not as important to you any more?

1 What were the goals of Paul in this reading?

T What met hods can we us

Prayer: Thank God for the friend we have in Jesus, and that He showed us the way to happiness here
and home for an eternity.




IMPORTANT: Study these lessons the same time and same place each dayl
#2-The Significance of

|l i mited sense, every day is the Lordods; and
week as fAthe Lordés Day. o ltés as i f the Lo
rsonal, and s o belpeasoraldoJdsiss ThD apgstledahs wrote of his own experience

n this distinctive day in Revelation 1:10-1 was i n the Spirit on the Lo

What day of the week would you surmise is t heapdemo
on Monday within the Scriptures? No. What about Friday? After all, Jesus died on a Friday. No, Friday is
not the Lordés Day either. That is the day Jesu
Jesus. (As an aside,thewholeconcept of fAGood Fridayo is foreighn
it.) How about Saturday? Many today compare Su
Sabbath,d and yet the scriptures never SpeakingWeailersd) {
we could say that on Saturday, Jesus was as silent as a tomb i for that is where His body still laid.

\'\ — = . -

Y

There is only one day worthy of being decl arwedullyd
echoing a long-standing custom of giving honor to someone in celebration of a victory. Specific days ancient
generals and kings celebrated as victory days were hamed after their victors. In fact, even a Jewish writing
(the Misnah 2:1) referstoSunday as @At he day of t hei Jébostwasrfrene 0 (i
Nazareth). Which day do you think within the Bi
Could it be the day His body lay in the tomb? No, it is His resurrection day, the first day of the week, our
Sunday! On that day our Savior was declared the Son of God with power by the resurrection from the
dead, according to the Spirit of holiness (Romans 1:4). This is the day when He (the Father) had
disarmed the rulers and authorities, He made a public display of them, having triumphed over them
through Him (the Son) (Colossians 2:15). The first day of the week is the day the church began (Acts 27
the Day of Pentecost always fell on the first day of the week). This is the day we see the church gathering
to take t he (Actsr@7.sWhySlaywyteink they did this?!

In fact, this particular possessive (i.e.,theLor dds) grammati cal structure

Scripturei t h e LSuppdrdlsCorinthians 11:20). This is the reason, more than any other that we take

the Lorddéds Supper every first day of the week ani({
bel ongs on the Lordés Day.

Questions:
T I'n what ways can we yswihinow pwa fifé asspacal? Lor dds Da

T I'f we were to take the Lorddés Supper not on t
T Should we allow worldly pleasures and concern
to take the Lordbés Supper?

Pray €r. Remembering is powerful; pray that God will help you remember Jesus every day, but
especially on His day.




IMPORTANT: Study these lessons the same time and same place each dayl

#3 1 How To Handle Criticism for
Becoming a Christian

AYou did what ?o0 AAre you crazy?ao fi Ho wyoucsayind lédm y o
going toYdhedd ®ono fun anymore! o fi'You t hDidn doveytieu
criticism you heard coming out of the mouths of your friends and family because God washed away your
sins and adopted you into His family? Maybe all your friends and family supported you. Maybe you will
influence some of them for eternity. But in case you are ridiculed, you need to know how to handle it like a
Christian. The more you love and care for them, the more their criticism will sting. How can we handle the
criticism? Just like Jesus did!

Would it comfort you knowing even His own family criticized
Jesus? Notice Mark 3:21, When His own people heard of this,
they went out to take custody of Him; for they were saying,
"He has lost His senses."” Did you notice their criticism? They
wanted to put Jesus away for being insane!

Also notice John 7:3-5, 3 Therefore His brothers said to Him, ° 'Ei"*w_‘

"Leave here and go into Judea, so that Your disciples also Y 9

may see Your works which You are doing. 4 "For no one /iér ‘

does anything in secret when he himself seeks to be known A

publicly. If You do these things, show Yourself to the world."

5 For not even His brothers were believing in Him. If we keep

reading after v.5, we see Jesus answers them. What form did

their criticism here take? They ridiculed and mocked Jesus. They even challenged Him to do that which
was not appropriate. Dondét |l et your friends and
So how do we handle such criticism when it comes our way? The same way Jesus did. It will not always be
easy handling the criticism. Jesus often prayed. We need to pray because our Father cares (1 Peter 5:7).
Jesus always loved, even on the cross when His slayers passed by taunting Him. Two thieves, crucified on
either side, joined in the verbal stabbing. And yet, something unexpected and marvelous happened. Jesus
saikKat mer , forgive t hem; for they Omethiefowho daties wocked a
Jesus, now repents and pleads for mercy (Luke 23:33-43). Could it be the way Jesus handled criticism
changed t hi s §emaddaloves evénavhen the?very ones we love are hurting us. When we

pray for, love, teach, and forgive, even those who criticize us, we will be like Jesus. Forgiving will not make
us crazy; it will make us like Jesus.

Questions:
1 If you have already been criticized, how did you handle it? Were you at all tempted to lash out or to
give up?
Did the criticism hurt so much because of your love for them, or because you doubted you made the
right decision?
What can you do to prepare yourself for future criticism?
Do you feel better knowing you are not the first to be criticized and that even Jesus was critized?

Prayer: Ask God to give you the type of love Jesus had which enabled Him to forgive.

aln



IMPORTANT: Study these lessons the same time and same place each day!

#4 1 To Become a Christian

By grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God
(Ephesians 2:8). Everything God asks us to do to receive His grace is an act of belief because we are
saved by faith (John 3:16). Obedience is the difference between a living faith and one that is dead (James
2:17). Are we saved by a living or dead faith?

What does it mean to believe? REPENTANCE (Acts 2:38), CONFESSION
(Romans10:10) and BAPTISM (Mark 16:16) define belief because each
is an expression of the gospel (1 Corinthians 15:1-4). Notice how the
Holy Spirit defines the gospel: 1 Now | make known to you, brethren,
the gospel which | preached to you, which also you received, in
which also you stand, 2 by which also you are saved, if you hold
fast the word which | preached to you, unless you believed in vain.
3 For | delivered to you as of first importance what | also received,
that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 and that
He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to
the Scriptures.

In its simplest form, the gospel is the death, burial and resurrection of the Son of God. Could we have been
saved if even one of these details were left out? What if Jesus was just a man? What if the Son of God
was crucified, yet never buried and left to rot? What if the Son of God was crucified, and buried, but never
got resurrected? Would we be saved if God had left anything out? Would it be the same gospel if anything
were missing? (Galatians 1:8-9)

As we cannot be saved without the entire gospel, we cannot be saved without all expressions of belief in
that gospel. We believe the Son of God descended from Heaven, died on the cross for our sins, was buried
for three days, and then God raised Him up. That is the gospel (1 Corinthians 15:1-4). Believing Jesus died
for our sins, we repent of those sins. Believing Jesus is the Son of God, we confess Him as such. Believing
He was buried and resurrected, we are buried into our watery tomb, and spiritually resurrected out of that
tomb through baptism. When we believe, repent, a
when we show our belief in Jesus and His gospel. Repentance, confession, and baptism are not in addition
to faith i they are faith!

Another aspect of this faith is trust. We trust God, that when He asks us to repent of our sins, confess Jesus
as the Son of God and Lord, and are baptized; God will remove every one of our sins. There is no doubt,
because we believe.

Is there one particular verse that lists all these things together? No. Often when people are taught, they are
at different places in progression of their belief. They might already have stated they believe in Jesus, so
the teacher does not repeat what is already accomplished. A comparison would be giving directions to
someone. Before giving them directions, you ask
remember so that we can keep our joy fresh, and so we can teach others.

Questions:
1 What were your thoughts when you came up from the waters of baptism?
1 How can you use these thoughts when you are tempted?
1 Are you prepared to use your Bible to show others how to be saved?

Prayer: Ask God to help you never to forget what it was like without Him, and to always hold on to the joy
you now experience. Also pray to be ready to tell others how to have their sins forgiven.

t
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IMPORTANT: Study these lessons the same time and same place each dayl
#5 1 Symbols of Christianity

ASi mpled may be t he most aaitp tNo tlappingssno ptuals, ust plainfandtsimplee
No icons, no statues, no clerical trappings. If there is anything within this new Way that might be construed
as symbols, they are simple. They are required. They are living symbols.

For example, baptism, although wrongly called an outward sign of an inward grace by those denying its

pl ace in Godobés plan, does symboli ze. Just as Je:
buried Jesus, someone A burmmeansimmession).nGodraspritedtes desus i
(Romans 1:4); God resurrects us (Colossians 2:12). Notice the power of the moral, literal, and symbolic
comparisons between Jesus and ourselves by opening your Bible now and

reading Romans 6:1-11.

Another symbol, whi ch al so deals with Jesus:/¢
Lordds Supper. Si mple bread and si mj
crucified body and shed blood. He
Bread is a universal symbol for friendship and fellowship among all cultures. %ed
Jesus spiritualizes this fellowship for a spiritual kingdom. The body of Christ r
that died on the cross is represented in this bread. We use unleavened bread US
because Jesus did. We share (or fellowship) that body when we eat. We share

(or fellowship) the body in thinking and meditating on His death while partaking of the bread. And
amazingly, all Christians together are called the body. We share with (or fellowship) each other in this
simple symbol. See 1 Corinthians 10:16-17.

The fruit of the vine within this memaorial pictures for us the blood that was shed. Jesus shed His blood in
having the crown of thorns placed on His head, by the flaying of His back by the scourging, and by the

He was dead. Al l of this is aptly pictured by a
was squeezed out of His body.

Pl us the fact that Jesus sai d Hehate¢hatesurrettibnds partooftiied s
celebration meal (Matthew 26:29). That is why we eat it on Sunday. That is the day Jesus said He would
eat it again in His Kingdom.

There is only one other symbol wit hi nnfGrh ouinscks, a oni
our ears. Neither is it the empty tomb Jesus left behind. It is not modern day temples. Itis you and I. We
are symbols. What do we symbolize? When we become a child of God, our obedience to his word become
a symbol of the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus. Did you read Romans 6:1-11 yet? We are what
the world sees. Jesus lives in us because we died in Him. He is to shine through us. Matt. 5:16

We donét need any other symbol s. eWassodated Wwith need
denominational Christianity. We relive the death burial and resurrection of Jesus by being baptized, by
taking communion, and by living for Jesus. These T and we - are living symbols.

Questions:
9 If you came from a denominational backgr o u n d , how di fferent, and i
different from the ones men have made?
1 Knowing you are a symbol of Jesus will change your behavior in what ways?

Prayer: There is power in simplicity; request from God a simple and pure heart.

crucifixion nails thrust through His hands and feet, and finally by the pierci ng of t he sol dijje
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IMPORTANT: Study these lessons the same time and same place each day!
#6 1 WIill All My Problems Go Away?

Now that you are a child of God, you might think that all your problems should go away. While you might
wish that, the reality is, you do not want that. Anything worthwhile is difficult. We only learn through
experience. I f you are a parent, dondédt you allow you
t hem, of course, just as God helps us, but you Kk

But there is another reason why becoming a Christian does not take away all our problems i a very sinister
and serious reason.

Have you ever lost something very precious to you? What did you do? You looked until you found it again,
right? Well, you were born puroa WhatdiG@od 08 Heweats .
looking for you. That is a major point in the parable of the lost sheep, lost coin, and even lost son (Luke
15). You have now been found.

And yet, you have also been lost. No, | am not
talking about being lost in sin. | am referring to when
God found you - and you found God - someone else
l ost you. That 6s r regcued,
us from the domain of darkness, and transferred
us to the kingdom of His beloved Son
(Colossians 1:20). Do you think Satan wants all of
us back? Absolutely. Do you think he is going to
giving up trying? Absolutely not! Why? He hates
God. He hates us. To Satan we are not precious
because of love; we are precious because of hate.
Think of a jealous little child that wants all the toys
just to keep others from playing with them. Satan is
not spoiled - he is thoroughly sinister.

Let me ask you a question i Are any of us better than

Jesus? Are we better at withstanding temptation?

Woul dndt you think t hiagito Satan would give up try
make the perfect Son of God sin? Notice very c
tempting Jesus. When the devil had finished every temptation, he left Him until an opportune time.
(Luke 4:13) Did you natice that last, frightening phrase, until an opportune time? When did Satan give
up? When he had Jesus murdered! And yet, to the amazement of all, including Satan himself, God used
that great evil to produce the greatest good.

a

No, all of our problems do not go away when we become a child of God. However, and this is a very
i mportant Ahowever, 0 we now have t he willoomé @@hilwgans e {
4:13). And, remember, God can turn any evil into good, because you are now a child of God.

Questions:
1  Why do you think Satan wants us back?
1 What are some of your hardest temptations to face?
1T What specific things can you do
I What are some things God can do to help you?

Prayer: Use the above questions and devotional to form your own special prayer.




NMPUKIARN

#7 1 The Indwelling of the Holy Spirit

Whether recently born again, or spiritually mature, no doubt many questions concerning the Holy Spirit abound. Why is
this true? Possibly because He never became flesh, unlike Jesus, therefore His existence is less tangible to us. Also,
the King James appellation, The Holy Ghost, adds unnecessarily to the mystery. Finally, since the Holy Spirit is
responsible for fantastic occurrences within Scriptures (i.e., tongue speaking and other miracles), our imaginations run
rampant and wild. The purpose of this lesson is to settle our minds and offer a simple, clear and scriptural answer to
the question of the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.

Being born again means we all were born of water and of the Spirit (John 3:5). On the Day of Pentecost, Peter said
to them, "Repent, and let each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins;
and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38). Later in Acts, we learn the Holy Spirit is given to
everyone who obeys (5:32)

This relationship is an indwelling. Does the Holy Spirit literally and personally live within? The scriptures abundantly
teach the indwelling of the Holy Spirit while leaving unexplained the details. Letds describe t
with the Holy Spirit with another biblical word: fellowship.

The Holy Spirit is not an inanimate object. He is a Divine Person, having location and identity. As a human persona, |
have relationship with this Divine Person. Itis to be very personal. Ephesians describes the relationship of Christ to
His church in a very personal wayd as a one flesh marriage (5:22ff). Maybe we coul d unders
indwelling as a oneness in a similar fashion. As a physical person | have a relationship with a Spiritual Person. It is
very personal and beyond the confines of a physical relationship. Remember, even a Spirit has location. Omnipresence
is not defined as AGodbs presagnde iGD ddwse rpytelsiemg,ed o0b WSth
Holy Spiritds Persona as any |l ess definite?

When the Holy Spirit inspired men, He #Aindwelto
them. Did He personally reside within them? Did the Spirit reside within them the same as their own human
spirit? Was the Holy Spirit located within? The answer to each of those questions is, no. The Holy Spirit
fellowshipped them, sharing something very personal with them.

Compare these two verses: Referencing our human bodies, Paul
said, Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy
Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are
not your own? (1 Cor.6:19). In speaking of the church, Paul *
similarly said: Do you not know that you are a temple of God, and
that the Spirit of God dwells in you? (1 Cor.3:16). As said before,
there is a personal relationship between the church and Christ. 1
Corinthians 3:16 shows there is a personal relationship between the
church and the Holy Spirit. 1 Corinthians 6:19 proves there is a
personal relationship between the Holy Spirit and my body. It is
called fellowship (Philippians 2:1). Simply put, the Holy Spirit
indwells us because we share a relationship. We work together to
become like God (Galatians 5:22-23). We are one. There is nothing
mystical about that, and it is quite simple.

Questions:

91 Does this lesson help you understand the work of the Holy Spirit? If not, write down any questions you have
and talk to someone you trust.

1 Since we fellowship with the Holy Spirit, what implications does that carry?

Prayer: The Holy Spirit is even involved in our prayer life (Romans 8:23) and thank God for the work of the Holy
Spirit in your life.




Weekly review and discussion questions.
Day/ Lesson

1 What are some things you will need to consider lost in order to serve
Christ?

2What activities are to be practi

3 What has been the hardest criticism to handle so far?
What scripture will help you handle it?

4 Could you show from the Bible what you did to become a Christian?
What verses would you use?

5 Are there other religious symbols that you wonder about?
Jewelry? Statues? ETC?

6 In what ways has Satan been trying to get you back?

7 How does the Holy Spirit empower us and for what purpose?
Read Rom. 1:16 and 2 Cor. 3:3-6




#8 1T Heaven and Hell

Everyone wants to believe in the existence of Heaven. Few want to admit Hell is real. If they do admit its
reality, it is only a possibility for others, never themselves.

Do you believe in God? Of course you do. Jesus taught His disciples to pray, Our Father who is in
Heaven. If God is real, then His home, Heaven, is real.

Do you believe in Satan? You can see where this is going. Hell, then, must be just as real as
heaven because Satan is just as real as we are T unfortunately.

Do you know who can go to Heaven? It is simple: anyone can. Then, who is going to Hell? It is simple
again: anyone can. What is the deciding factor? How we react to Jesus
(John 3:36).

How would you describe Heaven? In its essence, Heaven is being
eternally in the presence of God. Please read Revelation 5-6 for a
picture, albeit a symbolic picture
symbolic language. In fact, | suggest you have someone read it to you.
Close your eyes and draw the picture in your mind. Now keep that picture
fresh when you are worshipping God i or when tempted.

How would you describe Hell? Most of us are familiar with the biblical descriptions: fire and brimstone,
darkness and weeping, bound hand and foot and in burning flames. In its essence, Hell is separation from
God. Do you remember your life before finding God? Do you remember the hopelessness, sadness,
trouble, and pain? Increase that beyond understanding, beyond comprehension, beyond bearing. Do you
really want to go back? Remember this when being tempted i or when worshipping God.

No matter how scriptures define and describe Heaven and Hell, | sincerely
doubt our minds can grasp the vastness of the grandeur or the depths of
the anguish. Heaven will be far more beautiful than any mortal words can
contain. Li kewi se, Hel |l 6s i mager

Do you know who mentioned Hell more than any other New Testament
teacher? fyou t hought, AJesus, 0 you go
of Hell is to deny part of the teaching of Jesus. To deny part of the
teaching of Jesus is to deny all of His teaching, and in the end, a denial of
Jesus Himself. Jesus, Himself, taught so much on Hell because He came
down from Heaven to keep us from going to Hell. He is coming back
again, this time to take us home to Heaven.

Questions:
1 The reward of Heaven and the threat of Hell are both scriptural motivations. Which motivation
moves you more? Which motivation do you think will motivate you as you grow?

 What are some of the benefits of both love and fear as motivations?

Prayer: Pray to God that your love for Him will become stronger than your fear.
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#9171 Do We Have To Be Perfect?

Dd you know we have to be perfect? Dondét worry
Confused? Like many words, Aperfectdo has more t

Theword i p e r taa maamwithout sin, and we must be without sin. Yet, that is our very real problem,

i s n 6HRor all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23). What is the solution?

I n our service to Christ, when we confess our forted
when you read 1 John 1. Every time we go to God for cleansing, we are as clean, pure, and perfect as the
day we came out of the waters of baptism. God makes us perfectly sinless.

Theword A p e r taa aldp thean complete. Again, thisiswhereGod 6és grace hel ps.
Colossiansi s about being complete. One of the speci
teaching Paul gives us in Colossians 2:9-107 For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form,
and in Him you have been made complete... The point is, if all the fullness of Deity dwells in Jesus, and
we are in Jesus, how can we be anything but complete? God makes us perfectly complete.

Have you ever met a perfectionist? The kind who WHAT
could not be satisfied? What did you think of that

person? How did he make you feel? Well, if

anyone deserved the right to require perfection the IT MEANS
perfect God who made us would be the one.

Because we sin we will never personally measure To BE

up. Because of our doubts, fears, and personal

inadequacies, we will never be perfect on our own. FORG IVE“
Amazingly, our Heavenly Father is ready to accept ~ & ‘= G & W1 Tun W 1

us as His sons and daughters even though we
have personal inadequacies, because of His Son
and the shedding of His blood.

So how does this play out in everyday life? While we cannot be saved without works, we cannot be saved
by our works. We grow, we pray, we study, we forgive, we lend a hand, and we forge on trying everyday to
become more like Jesus. And when we fail, sin, transgress, and trespass against God, if we repent and
confess our imperfections, that is when God makes us perfect.

It should thrill us to know we do not have to achieve perfection by our efforts. If we have Jesus and we allow
His word complete control in our lives, His perfection dwells within us.

Questions:
f When you | ay down at night, do you ask, #fAWhat

1 What should our response be to Godébés forgiven

1 How should this affect the way we feel towards ourselves?

1 How should this affect the way we act towards others?

Prayer: Focus on ways you are not perfect, then go to God in prayer asking for forgiveness, and
strength and wisdom to change. Ask for a willing heart to allow Him to have more control in your life.

N o u
a n
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#10 17 Organization of a Local Congregation

Paul and Timothy, bond-servants of Christ Jesus, to all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in
Philippi, including the overseers and deacons (Philippians 1:1). That, my friend, is the uncomplicated
organization of a local congregation. All the synods, headquarters, church offices you see in denominations
are foreign to Gododos order. While | prefer to |
relationships, such as a family, it is also proper and scriptural to focus on a more formal aspect i the
organization of a local church.

1. Saints I As is obvious within the text, saints are living beings, not

dead, canonized icons as taught by the Roman Catholic church. Who is

a saint? This verse gives us two clues. First,thewordit s e | f me &
who i s separated. o We, as saints
We belong to Him for His will, not ours. That is what a saintis. Who is a
saint? The second clue is found in the words, in Christ Jesus. Every
Christian, every believer is equal to each other and equally a saint.
Have you heard the saying, daWell,
dondét believe that. I f we are in

2. Overseers i Who or what is an overseer? The word itself tells us

what they do, as is echoed in Hebrews 13:17 - Obey your leaders and

submit to them, for they keep watch over your souls as those who

will give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with grief, for -

this would be unprofitable for you. As exemplified in this verse,

scriptures always show a plurality of these men within a local

congregation. And that is as far as their work extends. These men have no authority to watch over souls
not within their care. Other names for these men are: pastors (note, the preacher is not the pastor), elders,
bishops, preshyters, and shepherds. To become an overseer, one must mature in the faith until one meets
the qualities found in 1 Timothy 3:1-7 and Titus 1:5-9, and then the congregation may accept that one as
gualified to watch over their souls.

3. Deacons i A deacon is a servant; that is what the word itself means. While we are all servants, we are
not all deacons. A deacon is a servant according to the work he does; the rest of us are servants to our
heavenly master. Therefore a deacon is twice a servant. His qualities that make him ready to serve in this
role are found in 1 Timothy 3:8-13, following those of the overseer.

As is implied in our beginning text, a church is made up of saints, which includes elders and deacons, if men
have qualified themselves. These men are still equal to all, for all are saints. What they are responsible for
is different.

Questions:
Since an elder and deacon show qualities of maturity, after reading the qualifications, which areas
are you strong in or weak in?
If you are a man, would you like to one day accept this great work? If so, when should you start
preparing?
If you are a woman, would you be willing to help your husband fill this great need? What can you do
to help prepare yourself and your husband?

Prayer: Pray to God on the areas of weaknesses and strengths you have.
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#11 7 Our Memorial Meal

Being a Christian, on every first day of the week we share a special memorial meal. This is a blessing
equally shared amongallb el i ever s. Noti ce MatWhlethey wera eatg, Jesusd
took some bread, and after a blessing, He broke it and gave it to the disciples, and said, "Take, eat;
this is My body." 27 And when He had taken a cup and given thanks, He gave it to them, saying,
"Drink from it, all of you; 28 for this is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for
forgiveness of sins (Matthew 26:26).

The bread and the fruit of the vine are called a communion or fellowship (1 Corinthians 10:16). This
ifell owship mealodo is far different and more spir
speak as does the Bible, and not as the world. Matthew also mentioned the covenant. When we eat and
drink these emblems, we are stating Jesus and ourselves have made an agreement. The agreement is one
of forgiveness on His part, and submission on ours.

This fellowship meal i s &1 CGomnthcaasl11:20d Paulficontdeened the d 6 s
Corinthian church by contrasting what they had done; each one takes his own supper first (v.21), with

t hat which was the Lordds Supper. This is a ti mg
thinking of one another.

These finamesd for t he me oreo $omething etse that givies thisespecial time i g n
significance is its history. The Passover looks back in time to the Israelites being freed from the bondage of
Egyptian sl avery. The Jewi sh meal cel ebr at @it Go ¢
called this The LORDG Passover (Exodus 12:1-14). They had the Lordbds Pasj:
Supper. When Jesus instituted His Supper, He did it during the Passover, which is why we use unleavened
bread. He also used fruit of the vine. While our memorial meal is not called a Passover, Jesus Himself, the
Lamb of God, is our Passover i For Christ our Passover also has been sacrificed. Let us therefore
celebrate the feast, not with old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and wickedness, but with the
unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. (1 Cor.5:7b-8)

Being a Christian frees us to fellowship and remember one another, and to remember Christ. We can also
remember being lost and glorify in being found. Being a Christian frees us from sin and death. Being a
Christian makes wus the Lordo6s.

Questions:
1T Based on the above, what thoughts might

1 Which is a greater blessing, to be freed
from physical bondage or to be freed from
spiritual bondage?

Prayer: This would be an appropriate time to
remember the sins God has freed you from, not for
the purpose of reinforcing guilt, but rather for
thanksgiving and strength.

e (




#12 1 Ask For Help

When you became a Christian, basically you asked God to help you. You admitted your sinfulness and that
you couldnét survive without God. OQur God hel peft

OQur God doesné6ét stop there, however. He provi de:
It is from them that He serves us, and it is through us that He helps them. That is one reason and purpose
for assembling with the saints as much as possible: Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without
wavering, for He who promised is faithful; [24] and let us consider how to stimulate one another to
love and good deeds, [25] not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but
encouraging one another; and all the more as you see the day drawing near (Hebrews 10:23-25).

Throughout the New Testament there is a recurring but significant phrase i one another. We need one
another . We are actually one of Godés gifts to
each other to help, and for help. We can talk to each other, pray with and for one another, and help in any
way possible.

Just within Romans 12, we have ohe @ hofditimesd
Romans 12:4 - For just as we have many members in one body and all the members do not
have the same function, 5 so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually
members one of another.
Romans 12:10 - Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference to one another
in honor;
Romans 12:16 - Be of the same mind toward one another; do not be haughty in mind, but
associate with the lowly. Do not be wise in your own estimation.

Read the entire chapter. This is God telling us to help one another.

Of extreme importance is knowing whom to ask. Not everyone is qualified because some are having the
same problems themselves, or others even worse. That is why Paul said, Brethren, even if anyone is
caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; each one
looking to yourself, so that you too will not be tempted. [2] Bear one another's burdens, and thereby
fulfill the law of Christ. (Galatians 6:1-2) Find out who is

spiritually strong in the area of your need. You can always e

start with those charged with the responsibility to guard your = A
soul i the elders (Hebrews 13:17). [T m—

But before someone can hel
expect others to just know. Their responsibility is to help.
Your responsibility is to ask. And when you get stronger,
then it will be your turn to help.

Questions:
1 Inwhat areas are you in need of help? Who do you know whom can help?
1 In what areas can you give help? Who do you know whom you can help?
1 What characteristics do you need before you ask for help?
1 What characteristics do you need before being asked for help?
I What characteristics do you need to develop so you can help others?

Prayer: In your own words, pray for the humility to ask for help and the love and strength to help others.

ach
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assons the same time and same
#13 1 Evangelism

You have an advantage over just about everyone else in the congregation. Most assuredly, you feel
overwhelmed by all the changes in your life. You also might consider yourself inadequate as compared to
others. However, you have a distinct advantage: Most of your friends are not yet Christians. God now gives
you the opportunity to teach them what you know (you can use lesson #4), or at least to bring them to
someone who can teach them. Notice what Andrew did: One of the two who heard John speak and
followed Him, was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother. [41] He found first his own brother Simon and
said to him, "We have found the Messiah" (which translated means Christ). [42] He brought him to
Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, "You are Simon the son of Jonah; you shall be called Cephas"
(which is translated Peter) (John 1:40-42).

However, this opportunity may only present itself for a short time. The longer we are Christians, the more
our sphere of influence changes. Because of our new lifestyle, our friends might change, because our
friendsd attitudes t owReterdsaidls alldhisathey are surphised that you domat
run with them into the same excesses of dissipation, and they malign you. (1 Peter 4:4). They are
going to notice a change in you. Some of them will obviously not like it. Others might be curious and ask
guestions. A few could be seeing in you what they need i a

new life brought about by a relationship with Jesus. When

this door of opportunity opens, all you need to do is state, fi |
have looked into the Bible and found wonderful
blessings;would’ ou | i ke to study

Because our sphere of influence naturally changes, we

should not neglect the opportunity to share this wealth with

them. This circle of friends most likely has already begun to

expand to include other Christians in the flock. We must

make an exerted effort to become like Jesus. He had His

close friends among His followers. And yet He never stopped reaching out to others. In fact, certain ones
accused Jesus of being a friend of sinners (Matthew 11:19). He wiasn®Bti ¢eheé becau
t hem. o He was their friend because he |l oved the

You also have a privilege. You are already aware of the fact we are to become like Jesus. Well, Jesus
said, "For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost." (Luke 19:10). One of
the great privileges is to take the same message that Jesus taught, and try to bring salvation to our friends
and family.

Also, you have an opportunity to help defeat Satan: Someone said, "There are many things in life worth
winning, but when one is won over to the side of truth, we beat the devil in the battle over the eternal soul of
man. This will outshine and outlast all the achievements of the world put together."

You have an advantage, a privilege, and an opportunity, are you ready?

Questions:
1 What friends can you begin to share the gospel with?
1 Are you prepared to answer questions about your new faith? If not, what questions do you have,
and who can help you?

Prayer: Ask that God will give you courage and wisdom to speak to others about Jesus.
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#14 1 What Can | Do?

Do you want to know an easy way to help you stay secure in your salvation? Get involved. It is harder to
fall away when you consider yourself needed. You mightask, A But wh at hing,damalnewd o s
Chr i s tSometinke®a babe in Christ can do more than an experienced Christian. A new believer can
always be a fruitful and effective addition to a flock.

First of all, everyone has natural, innate abilities. No one comes to the Lord with absolutely no previous
experience in anything. Think of your job, family, friends, hobbies, interests, and so on; what talents were
engaged in these realms? Maybe you have good organizational skills. Paossibly your people skills are
outstanding. Some people are wonderful with little children; others relate well to teenagers. You might have
sewing skills that can be somehow used or musi cal
sceneso kind of work such as aldedyi Thd arrayds vasti iolhhave | a s §
accomplished things in your previous life for yourself. Now use those abilities to accomplish something for
God. Start an inventory of your talents, not to produce pride, but to prepare. Pride takes credit for talents
and abilities. Humility says, fAGod, use me for

Besides natural abilities, God will bless you with spiritual talents. Notice what the Holy Spirit inspired Paul to
write: For through the grace given to me | say to everyone among you not to think more highly of
himself than he ought to think; but to think so as to have sound judgment, as God has allotted to
each a measure of faith. 4 For just as we have many members in one body and all the members do
not have the same function, 5 so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually
members one of another. 6 Since we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, each
of us is to exercise them accordingly: if prophecy, according to the proportion of his faith; 7 if
service, in his serving; or he who teaches, in his teaching; 8 or he who exhorts, in his exhortation;
he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness
(Romans 12:3-7). These gifts are connected with Godobs

Maybe the most natural and spiritual task you can
accomplish for God is telling your friends about Jesus. It
is natural since you have a network of old friends who
are lost. Invite them to worship with you. Ask them if
they would like to study the Bible with you and a mature
Christian. Evangelism, because of your newfound joy,
might be both the best and easiest thing you can do for
Jesus!

Everyone is different. We have different talents, various
personalities, and c ounaitfore ¢
someone to ask you - look around, observe, ask

guestions, and find out how you fit in. That is one of the
most uplifting aspects of Christianity i everybody fits in

and each one is needed (Romans 12:4-5). Get involved.

Questions:
9 Start looking at yourself to discover talents and abilities. What are they?
1 Do you think your abilities will increase or decrease now that you are saved?
1 Who can you ask to help you get involved?
1 What applications can you make from the parable of the Talents (Matthew 25:14-30)

Prayer: Petition God to give you humility and take away any fear of getting involved.




Weekly review and discussion questions.
Day / Lesson

8 Did you meditate on Heaven?
Imagine hell and describe it here.

9 Read 1 John 1:6-10 again. What does walking in the light require?

10 Are you a saint?
Name five other ways to refer to the elders.

11In the Lordoés Supper why is unl
What should we focus upon wipa™h pa

12 Have you decided who you may ask for help in times of spiritual
trouble? Who?

13 List 10 lost friends or relatives whom you would like to see in Christ

that you are going to start praying for each day. Pray for opportunities to
help them find God.

14 What are your talents you have? (5 or more)
How can these be used in Godos se
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A while back, a friend requested me to sum up the difference between denominational churches, and we
who are part of a church that simply belongs to Christ. Coming up with just one basic difference definitely
challenged my thinking. Here was my answer: a denominational churchasks,i Does t he Bi bl
do it ?Ibthey cannot find a specific prohibition against their plans, opinions, and wishes, they believe God
would approve. Those who are part of a church belonging to Christask, i Does t he Bi bl elf g
we cannot find authority from God, then we do not have authority to act. Speech permits, silence prohibits.

Are there parallels in everyday life? Yes. For example, if you wanted to build a structure, many cities
require Apermits. o A permit gi v ety Apeconsidestseiparant-child
relationship. Let 6s say a -ypa-oldcchilt to goitothe sallp Whiletthere,s i
they meet a friend of theirs who asks them to leave the mall and go to a party. Should they go before
asking permission from you, the parent? As their parent, would you be upset if they thought, i We | |
and Dad didndét say | c Wauldgdon @cteptguahéresasoning avithin your damily? @ro
would you require your child to get permission first?

We are our Heavenly Fathero6s children. We must
Aipermit. o

Does the Bible support such a comparison? Absolutely. First of all, there is the very language of a father-
son relationship. Children are to obey their parents. Children get permission from what parents say, not
from what parents do not say.

More importantly, we have Jéandeud-Fatleer yesus sam, | @er @aomp |
nothing on My own initiative. As | hear, | judge; and My judgment is just, because | do not seek My
own will, but the will of Him who sent Me. John 5:30 If Jesus, Himself, could not judge something right
without His Fatherbés approval, should we?

Have you noticed that oftentimes people claiming to see visions, or direct inspiration from God today, claim
God is giving them permission to do something either not found in the Bible or directly and specifically
contradictory to the Bible? That is the inferred admission that silence prohibits.

As you will learn later, this means we cannot do many things the
denominational world does. But please do not be frustrated i be comforted.
Be comforted in knowing that our Father approves of what we are doing.
We have His word on it!

Speaking only when God speaks (1 Peter 4:11) makes us different; it makes
us a church of Christ. (a church belonging solely to Christ)

Questions:
1 If we only do what the N.T. shows us we can do, does that mean denominational churches will be
doing many things the Bible does not authorize?
What are some of those activities that you have not seen authority for from the N.T.?
If we try to only do what the N.T. shows us we can do, does this mean we need to know the Bible?
If the Bible is silent about denominations, should we be part of one?
As a parent, do you want your children to get permission first?

Prayer: Entreat God for humility and patience to follow Him, believing He knows what is best.
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#16 T Modesty

Have you ever seen anyone wear 0l rdacdars aod patterhse lHowever,Bvhat weh it
wear actually does speak volumes about who we are. Adam and Eve wore no clothes i And the man and his wife

were both naked and were not ashamed (Genesis 2:25). Within them existed purity exhibited by little children. Then
Adam and Eve sinned. Something awoke within causing them to cover themselves. They sewed fig leaves together
(Genesis 3:7). God improved upon their effort: God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife, and clothed

them (Genesis 3:21). Wearing clothes is a statement of self-awareness, an acknowledgement of our standing before
God. And God approved of this.

Within the New Testament, clothes again make a statement about self-

Oﬂpﬂ?@-— awareness. Women, and by implication men, are to dress in modest
'%Esﬂggéwﬁﬂ_ apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety (1 Timothy 2:9 - KJV).

W MY I'M DRESSED! The NASB reads, with proper clothing, modestly and discreetly.
UNDER CLOTHES ¢ )\\NJL GET /T What does this mean? Should females wear bathing suits, cheerleader
outfits, etc.? Should men/boys wear bathing suits, or go shirtless? What
about shorts and skirts? How short is too short? How tight is too tight?
Does God give us a specific dress code? No. But God does tell us to

dress modestly and discreetly. Then how are we to decide?

of shame or honor, modesty, bashfulness, reverence, regard for others,
r e s p e the ward translated discreetly (NASB) or sobriety (KJV)

definitions are not specific, but rather principled, how can we use them?
Principles are not black and white; they need application by spiritual
hearts. So while commands might be easier to follow, principles show the
depth of our spirituality. Our dress should have a sense of shame (i.e.
Adam and Eve); it should honor God; it should consider others; and it
should think about what | am wearing. Are some things so tight and short
that people show very little shame? How does what | wear affect
others? Does it cause lustful thought s ? | s it consi
Afsexy?0 These have no pl(@aadansomulo)s
Have you ever noticed that some people actually wear less outside their bedroom than in the bedroom? What am |
thinking when choosing certain clothes? Are we dressing with the intention of attracting the opposite sex more by our
bodies or our spirituality? (1 Peter 3:2-4)

This lesson is not so much about clothes as it is about spirituality. Whenever the New Testament speaks about modest
and decent clothing, and its opposite, the emphasis is more on the person than the clothes. God always starts with the
heartt So what are the specific guidelines? | candt tel!]l

wants for us all to use our spirituality to make application to His rules. God wants our modesty within to control our
modesty without. Personal applications should be simple. If we wear as little as the world, what does this say? The
world is not trying to display what is inward, but what is outward. If we show more skin than clothes, what are we
saying about ourselves? Because again, people will see what is shown. When putting on clothes, we need to ask,
AWhy am | wearing this?o9 iwhat do | wang pe &meR élothesoare
Al ouder o than ot hers. What are our clothes saying ab (@l

Questions:
1 In what ways do you think our clothes say who we are?
1 Do you have any clothes you should not be wearing in public?

Prayer: Petition God to create within you a holiness that will help you decide what you should and
should not wear.
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#17 1 Questions About My Faith

Do you remember as a student, walking into class and hearing the teachersay,i Put your books
f or a polpopaguizdzezhave tuined many a good grade. Why were these small little quizzes so detrimental?
Most of us were unprepared.

Now that we have had our consciences cleaned (1 Peter 3:21), life will be filled with spiritual pop quizzes from our
friends. Questions might vary from the sincere to the sarcastic. Queries from folks might create in you doubt or
certainty.

As always, the Bible helps us out. 1 Peter 3:15 says, but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always
being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in
you, yet with gentleness and reverence; 16 and keep a good conscience so that in the thing in which
you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ will be put to shame.

Ifwearetobeready t o answer peopleds quest
is sanctify Christ as Lord in our hearts. Studying without sanctifying is
worthl ess. The word fisanctifyo si
thing we must do is set apart Jesus as our Lord. That means we are His.

What we might know is meaningless, unless we also know Jesus.

Many questions that will come at the beginning are about why you did what

you did. The change in your life will be that evident because all will see your

good behavior. Remembering why you made Jesus your Lord will not

require study because the reasons are so personal. Other questions might 3
involve basicssuchas,iWhy i s bapti s mMemorizd soomefr s §
the reasons and be able to find the answers in your Bible i you might even

want to write down scriptures in the front as a reminder. Unlike those pop

guizzes, you do not have to put away your books! Some Christians keep

Bibles in their cars and purses.

Still, there will always be questions people ask that you will not immediately know the answers to. This still
happens to mature believers. Dondét be afraid or e
those types of questions: il dondét know, Yownightlevemhe lable tofsét npda Bible studydwith

t hem. Be prepared for the questioner to say, HANev

with. If that happens, still study the question so you will be prepared the next time.

As you go back to 1 Peter 3:15, notice what is equally important to the answer i our attitude. This is where
sanctifying Christ in our hearts really helps. We need to answer with gentleness and respect. We need to
keep our conscience clean of bad attitudes.

Pop quizzes willc 0 me , but knowing your Bible -wodk o makset .ev

Questions:
1  Why do you think it is important to sanctify Christ in our hearts first?
1 What questions do you think your friends and family might ask? How can you prepare for these
guestions?
1 Do you believe that all the answers you will need to find are in the Bible?

Prayer: Request of God that Jesus will be first in your life. Request that you may both study diligently
and have the right attitude.
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#18 I The Power of Our Example

Thereisanoldadage,il woul d rather see a ser mon, Thisis thepokeech
our example. One old song cautionsus,iWe are the only Bible the car
sinnerb6s gospel, we aaree tthlee slcorfd &g slbastr emals s avge [
the type is crooked? What if the print is Dblurrg

Guaranteed, if Christ lives in you, friends and family will see changes. This might excite them, make them
curious or suspicious, and some might amazingly feel threatened. Your world has changed, and so will
theirs.

The right example accomplishes much good. I f yo
your wifeds needs as(Ephesiansf5m2b).l lfoyeu a€ b wifie, svhed ywur husbtamt can
see a greater respect for him and his role in ma
to wives, In the same way, you wives, be submissive to your own husbands so that even if any of
them are disobedient to the word, they may be won without a word by the behavior of their wives, as
they observe your chaste and respectful behavior (1 Peter 3:1). Even a child can show such a marked
difference in attitude so as to lead a parent to Jesus. | have personally witnessed such!

The right example wil!/ l ead t o slbthisetheh aredsurgrizep that yow do
not run with them into the same excess of dissipation, and they maligny o §1dPeter 4:4). Remember, when
you suffer for righteousness sake, it is actually a compliment. You are powerful because of your example.

The wrong example definitely will hurt Godo6s caus;f
Gentile brethren, the rest of the Jews joined him in hypocrisy, resulting in even Barnabas being carried away
by their hypocrisy (Galatians 2:13). Be prepared,

people will most often remember when we failed, ‘ \ ' '
more so than when we succeeded. Some will even s\\\‘ ll ',’
show personal glee.

p g @'\ A

As you make decisions on what to do or not do, \\§\\‘VV/ " .-
study the scriptures to see if God has given specific Ggne- ——
instructions. If not, look to see principles of living to (” /M h

guide you such as in the fruit of the Spirit

(Galatians 5:22-23). If you still are having a %/y
difficult time deciding what your example will do,

remember the Gol den Rul e

therefore, treat people the same way you want

them t o {Matthaw 7:12)o u 0

e

Most will never stand in the pulpit to preach a lesson, but every day your life is listened to as you preach by
your example.

Questions:
1 What examples by others in the past influenced you for good?
1 What things in the past influenced you for bad?
1 If we realize someone is always watching us, how will this affect our example?
1 What attributes are necessary to make the right decision?

Prayer: Petition for wisdom to know the right thing to do, and courage to follow through.
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#19 T How to Handle Errors of others
and Personal Problems

People hurt us and we hurt them. Few things in life trouble us more than confrontations. Some avoid them; others act
too hastily, mismanaging them. How can we handle differences?

We must first decide whether our friend sinned. If not, we must judge its importance. Is it simply a difference of
opinion? Even ifitis notsinful, wemight desire to fAclear the air.o I n thi
a most dangerous attitude. Pride causes us to fihold a
Jesus 6 t houg h28 Bherafbreitiyou drenpresenting your offering at the altar, and there remember that
your brother has something against you, 24 leave your offering there before the altar and go; first be
reconciled to your brother, and then come and present your offering (Mt 5:23-24). Whatever this something is
does not matter. Godbés priority is our relationships

Q) If sin is the culprit, the Bible likewise gives instruction on confronting the
problem. 15 "If your brother sins, go and show him his fault in private;
if he listens to you, you have won your brother. 16 "But if he does not
listen to you, take one or two more with you, so that BY THE MOUTH OF
TWO OR THREE WITNESSES EVERY FACT MAY BE CONFIRMED. 17 "If he refuses
to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to
the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. (Mt.18:15-
17)

Step #1 1 15 If your brother sins, go and show him his fault in private
from Gododés Womdt gossip, maligni ng Ifyautak tobthes bdioeehand, make
sure it is for advice, not to talk ill T and make sure it is someone spiritually mature who will keep your confidence.
When approaching your friend, be able to prove his fault. The purpose in all this is simple; if he listens to you, you
have won your brother. Going to those who sin against us is not for winning an argument. The one and only goal is
winning them back to faithful service to God.

Step #2 - 16 "But if he does not listen to you, take one or two more with you, so that BY THE MOUTH OF TWO OR
THREE WITNESSES EVERY FACT MAY BE CONFIRMED. May | suggest anyone you received counsel from concerning this
matter be chosen as a witness? Already being aware of the situation would limit the number of people involved. Why
take witnesses? Facts, not fiction are the goal. These witnesses will confirm the sin, or else they might help you

di scover that you were mistaken. Woul dndét it be wondaé

Step #3 -"If herefusestolist en t o t hem, t el IMoreWwitnasses, dnth moreqpéeupresshre might be
all that saves our brother or sister from their own self. Again notice the purpose i to get your friend to listen to the
truth.

Step #4 - fand if herefusestolisteneven to the church, |l et him be to yo

Jews considered Gentiles ceremonially wunclean in Jesu:j

unacceptable. Someti mes withdrawi ng bimorkeeihtorrepsntahce.cAftso s o
possible is them missing our camaraderie and therefore changing. Love is powerful. Lastly, the reason we might have
to separate ourselves from a friend is spiritual self-preservation (1 Corinthians 5).

When people hurt us, these biblical steps are meant to heal.

Questions:

1 Why do you think Jesus gave us steps to follow?
1  What should our feelings be towards someone who has sinned against us?

Prayer: It takes much love and self-control to approach people correctly, pray for such.

D
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#20 T We Are What We Speak

fivou are whadts yamu od at ,s@ay i nigY.o u Laerted sw haanikheyioglahsep Ribde k
translated a word meaning behavior, as conversation-qui t e fitting, dondét yo

Let 6 s James B:2-E tfor the most expansive teaching in the N.T. on language.

2 For we all stumble in many ways. If anyone does not stumble in what he says, he is a perfect man,
able to bridle the whole body as well. Controlling the tongue is a life-long battle, butdon6t f eel i t
it afflicts us all. There are many ways to stumble with the tongue. Be prepared, as you overcome one
misuse, another might become a bad habit.

3 Now if we put the bits into the horses' mouths so that they will
obey us, we direct their entire body as well. 4 Look at the ships also,
though they are so great and are driven by strong winds, are still
directed by a very small rudder wherever the inclination of the pilot
desires. Do you want to learn how to control every aspect of your life?
Learn to control your tongue! Our tongues simply manifest what is in our
minds.

5 So also the tongue is a small part of the body, and yet it boasts of “&
great things. See how great a forest is set aflame by such a small ‘
fire! 6 And the tongue is afire, the very world of iniquity; the tongue 6
is set among our members as that which defiles the entire body,

and sets on fire the course of our life, and is set on fire by hell. How

much damage can a dropped lit match do in a forest? How many houses
have been burned down and lives lost due to falling asleep while smoking?

7 For every species of beasts and birds, of reptiles and creatures of the sea, is tamed and has been
tamed by the human race. 8 But no one can tame the tongue; it is a restless evil and full of deadly
poison.What 1is easier to tame, a wild |Iion and tiger
But donét give up; dondét think all/l is hopel ess,

9 With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been made in the
likeness of God; 10 from the same mouth come both blessing and cursing. My brethren, these
things ought not to be this way. We cannot turn around after praising God and then talk badly about Him.
Please notice an implied lesson here i we are to praise God with our tongues. A bad habit too many have
is to use their tongues to disrespect God by tak
are praying!

11 Does a fountain send out from the same opening both fresh and bitter water? 12 Can a fig tree,
my brethren, produce olives, or a vine produce figs? Nor can salt water produce fresh. Just as a fruit
tree produces after its kind, our words are our fruit. Like we said at the beginning, we are what we speak.

Questions:
1 What are some ways to stumble with the tongue?
f How do you think Acussingo fits in with the wu
1 Why do you think our tongues are so hard to control?
1 What can we do to control our tongues?

Prayer: Thank God for the good uses of our tongues and for patience as you learn what not to say.

eca
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#21 1 Tools for Studying

In choosing a Bible, ask the advice of brothers and sisters to discover what translations they trust and why. Basically
there are three types:

1 Formal Equivalent translations strive for a word for word literal translation, while remaining readable. Common
examples of such are the King James Version; New King James Version; American Standard; and New
American Standard. Since it is a word for word translation it is the most accurate type, but can require a higher
reading level (i.e., 10M-12" grade). For serious study, this is the only kind of translation | recommend because
it gets us closer to the words God actually used.

Dynamic Equivalent translations aim towards producing a thought for thought translation, which involves more
interpretation by the translators. Examples of such are the New International Version and New Century
Version. There are many like this. Being less concerned with word for word accuracy allows a better flow into
English while creating a less literal reading. My opinion is these are only for devotional reading, and one must
be careful. Most of these show bias and lean toward being opinionated.

Paraphrases are not technically translations. They are interpretations and opinions of what God meant. Stay
away from these as they reflect more of what man thinks, than what God inspired. Only use these for
comparison, or as a commentary.

After choosing a version, the next need is to choose an edition 1
this can be mind boggling as there are editions for almost every
need (i.e., teen bibles, recovery bibles, study bibles, etc.) Again,
talk to people you trust. | prefer a Bible with wide margins i | use
my Bible as a notebook. Others prefer smaller versions for
carrying around. Check out the cross references, study notes, and
anything else that might be of interest. Always remember, though,
that study aids within Bibles are man-made. Study Bibles can be
helpful or dangerous, depending on who produced it. Do not make
a hasty decision; this Bible may last you for decades and thus you
are investing in your long-term spiritual growth.

Years ago, people had to buy lots of books, but nowadays, with the

advent of computers, most everything you need for studying is

found el ectronically. I f you a

program is APower Bibled You can purchase
www.powerbible.com. Here are some suggestions of what to look for in programs:

T Concordances are good for finding specific words.
look it up alphabetically. It will list all or some of the occurrences, depending on whether it is abridged or not. A
practical choiceisStrong6s Concordance.

Lexicons define words. The most practical is Vinep
English word as found in the King James Version, then it gives the Greek followed by a definition. Again, if you

| ooked um, & btalpg icsef i nition would include the fact
Bible Dictionaries are broader in scope than lexicons. Their use is topical. If you were to look up the word
Abaptism, o0 it might list types of b atesniDependngaonthe degth
of the book, it might give a history, etc.

Commentaries are simply someoneb6s interpretation. T h ¢
man-made. Personally, | do not recommend new Christians to study with commentaries.

All of these are important tools, but the most important tools are prayer, and a willingness to learn (John 7:17).

Questions:
1 Why is it important to have study tools?
1 What are some personal habits to develop?

Prayer: Giveyourselfinpr ayer to desire never
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Weekly review and discussion questions.
Day / Lesson

15 What are some areas that you have questions?

Give an example of specific authority in command in the Bible.
Give an example of authority being established in the Bible by principle.
How can influence make something wrong?

1 6 Do you have questions about the modesty of a specific style or kind of clothing?
If so what kind?

1 7 What questions have come up about your obedience to Christ so far?
What questions do you think will come up soon?

1 8 Please read these other foundational passages:

1 Cor. 4-8. Are we to love our enemies this way?
Eph. 4b (last half of chapter) and 5 a first half of chapter. List your weakest points from this list of sins we
should be putting off.

19 What does fAadmoni s h Wha dorsheproof mean?
2 Tim. 3:16 How should we approach someone about their sin?

20Read Col. 4:6. Try to memorise the first phrase from it. Now from memory write it down here: ___

2 1 Do you have a good study Bible yet?

Places to find inexpensive Bibles:  Scripturetruth.com
Christianbook.com




#22 -1t 0s Al ri1 ght

Il tés alright t o Igtoam dweyo notialiow eueandemrtoneakeaus sini The Holy Spirit
guided Paul to write, BE ANGRY, AND yet DO NOT SIN; do not let the sun go down on your anger, and do
not give the devil an (Lit., a place) opportunity” (Ephesians 4:26-27).

The Greek word for anger itself is derived from thuein, meaning to boil. Our English word, anger, also
etymologically reaches back to the Greek, and has the same history as another English word, angina. The
common meaning is squeeze. Angina is any inflammatory disease of the throat, especially one
characterized by spasmodic suffocation. When pe;¢
with anger. They feel like they are going to suffocate unless they express their anger by exploding verbally
or physically.

Since we have permission to be angry, we must make sure it is for the right reason. This is where we look at
the example of Jesus (John 2:13-22). Although the word anger is not used, most would agree that this is
definitely an expression of anger. In this text we learn one of the keys to understanding where righteous
anger comes from. This key is found in v.17, ZEAL FOR THY HOUSE WILL CONSUME ME. Zeal for God kindles
anger. It also tempers it. This is the key to understanding if our anger is one of righteous indignation, or
rather, selfish feelings.

Remember, this is just one of the keys. In this lesson, | am not attempting to explain all the reasons, both
good and bad, for people getting angry. Some food for thought, though, is that anger is different from
frustration.

Even when anger is for the right reason, there is still the danger of it leading to sin. How do we keep from
having anger lead to sin? The text gives us at least one answer. Do not

let the sun go down on your anger. Why? Prolonged anger gives the

devil an opportunity because we have not controlled our problem, but

the problem is controlling us. This is exactly the opposite of the thinking

of many. They believe if they can just hold in their anger and not let it

escape, they have conquered it. I

often the proverbial straw will break the emotional camel's back, leading

one to be angry at that which one has no right to be.

Here is a simple three-step process for being angry, but not sinning:

1) What-Ask our sel ves, AAmM | trul)
impaired people confuse their emotions. Many confuse anger with
frustrati on, exasperation or conf
difference. Think, if we have no control over the situation, such as a red
light, should we be angry? No. Can we be frustrated? Yes.

2) Why - Ask oursel ves, il s my
righteousness?o0

3) How - After discovering whether or not we are truly angry, and
then discovering if we have the right to be angry, we then must ask how
to handle the anger without sinning.

Questions:
1 What are some things that make you angry?
1 How do you usually handle your anger?

Prayer: Learning to be Godlike, even in anger, is a goal to ask God to help you accomplish.
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#23 T Two Most Important Decisions

What are the two most important decisions we ever make? Arguably and specifically, they are becoming a
Christian and whom to marry. While true, let us broaden and generalize our perspective and intent of this
guestion. What are the two most important decisions we will ever make? 1) The decision we make before
we make a decision and 2) The decision we make a
examples.

Nebuchadnezzar decreed all were to fall down and worship the golden image that (he) had made
(Daniel 3:5). Inspiration holds up three men as examples i Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego. Risking
their lives, they refused to worship this false god. Punishment for this disobedience was extreme and final:
whoever does not fall down and worship shall immediately be cast into the midst of a furnace of
blazing fire (Daniel 3:6). Upon discovery, they were charged with a crime against the king.
Nebuchadnezzar actually showed two good traits in this along side his bad ones: 1) He wanted to get all the
facts (3:14) and 2) He gave his three administrators (2:49) a second chance. These good traits might have
actually been used by Satan to weaken these three men. Do you see how easy it could have been for
Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego to succumb this second time? This king employed them, maybe even
was a friend of theirs. Pl us, they could have |
directed all to fall down (3:4-5). When given a second chance, can you imagine the intense pressure by
being in the very presence of the king? Easily this could have been too much. Many excuses could be given
for and by these three stalwarts of faith. Yet they responded, O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to give
you an answer concerning this matter (3:16). Why? The king knew, and they knew; they had already
made the decision before they were asked to make a decision. How often would we stay out of trouble, not
miss worship services, be faithful to friends and God, choose good local churches, not begin nasty habits, if
beforehand we made the decision what we would do if ever confronted with that temptation?

Equally important is the decision we make after we make a bad decision. If we failed to prepare ourselves
by making a decision prior to the temptation, thereby being weak and falling, we now have an equally

i mportant decision. Wi ll we make the decision to
(Romans 3:23), some more than others, sometimes more often than other times. What decision do we
make after we sin? Will we allow our consciences to become seared (1 Timothy 4:2)? One of the most
famous examples of someone making the right decision after making the wrong one is David. Few
Christians have ever compounded sin upon sin like David: adultery, deceit, murders i and there were more.
Yet when confronted by Nathan (2 Samuel 12), David responded with the right decision: | have sinned
against the LORD (2 Samuel 12:13).

Both decisions are important, but for different reasons. The first keeps us out of
sin and trouble; the second rescues us from sin and trouble. Each is equally
important.

Questions:

1 What situations can you foresee that you can make decisions for now?
Some might include dating, jobs, friends, habits, marriage, church
attendance, etc.

9 Which decision do you personally find easier, the decision that keeps you
out of trouble, or the decision that gets you out of trouble?

1 What resources, tools and people can we use in making both types of
decisions?

Prayer: Thank God for the strength and wisdom from Him that helps us
make the right decisions, and for His grace when we make the wrong ones.

27




Reading is important, but there is a difference between reading and understanding (Acts 8: 26-31). We all
should read our Bible as often as possible, but real studying cannot be done when we only have a free
moment, as reading can be. Real studying takes time, and we must set aside time to do it.

How to Understand  -There is a simple study method everyone
There is nothing special about this method. In fact, it is not even particularly religious. It is the same method reporters
use when writing a story. It is the same method you use when reading the newspaper. This method is called the

I nductive Study Met hod. It wi |l make you Whe What, Weemi | i
Where, Why, and How. Using this method makes even difficult passages more manageable. Not every passage will
have every question answered, but wuswually the gr eatJehm
3:16 - "For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should
not perish, but have eternal life. Look f owho& viem yt iiis verse, and youdl !l f
me) Jesus, and t hose whldndbedisioenvnwe must believe ko thitave ca h awheaitfio
eternal i fe. Bw th aletdt is algp a it & handa i hoorviBelidvirgy is fivhy we do not perish, plus it
explains how we receive eternal life. Another A whiyd Go d 6 s | why He sent HishSart. Rem&mber to use
this method when studying. It takes diligence, as real study does, but it is simple.

Howto Apply i We have all he aRedding WRitinchaed aRithiiegdd # order to apply the
scripture, and actually make studying more enjoyable and profitable, | would like for you to remember another set of 3
ARG6s O:

Rememberi God 6 s Wd?eal. Biblisal accounts are not fairy tales (2 Peter 1:16). They are real
history filled with real people. Find the humanity within the story. Make it real within your own mind. Picture these as
real people. They are as real as those in the news and living next door. Imagine the pressure Peter felt when asked if
he knew Jesus after His arrest (Luke 22:54ff). What thoughts must have B&bhat ¢
emotions?

Relive the Story. Put yourself in the story. Relive it as if you were there
personally. What would you have done and felt if you were this character? How
would you have felt, for example, if you were Peter? You had just denied Jesus
three times, and the scriptures say, The Lord turned and looked at Peter
(Luke 22:61). Imagine being Peter and having the Lord turn and look at

Recast the story into today. What would this story look
like if it happened today? Recast the situation into something you
have experienced. What would these sins look like in real life

today? What would these heroic actions
wedll take the example of Peterbés deni al
situations might cause you to weaken?

Making the Bible come alive by understanding it and applying it is the best and only way to keep you
interested in it.

Questions:
1 Choose a passage you recently read or heard about in a class or sermon and study it using the
inductive study method.
1 What are some of your favorite biblical characters and why?

Prayer: Request of God that you will always remember He is real, and with you every day.
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#25 Works of the Flesh; Fruit of the Spirit

Being born again, many changes to your life will come. Some have harder changes than others because of
their previous life-styles. There will be some new Christians that lived basically moral lives, while others, to
use a colloqui al ter m, were fAwild. o Jesus died

In beginning your new life, some changes will be subtle. Others might involve huge alterations. Listen to
this list, which is called, the works of the flesh. Some are what we might ¢
prevalent within daily life. All these sins are considered obviously wrong i evident (5:19) - although many
habitually practice them: Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality [sexual relations
with someone you are not married to], impurity [impure sexual thoughts], sensuality [sexual acts short of
fornication], [20] idolatry [false gods including putting anything before God, which includes money], sorcery
[witchcraft, astrology, horoscopes], enmities [hate], strife [causing trouble], jealousy [wanting what others
have to the degree that you become unhappy], outbursts of anger [includes our words, tone, and
attitudes], disputes [unnecessary and wrongful arguing], dissensions [making people angry with each
other], factions [causing division among people], [21] envying [wanting what other people have to the point
of wishing they did not have it], drunkenness [including any kind of intoxication including drugs], carousing
[wild partying], and things like these, of which | forewarn you, just as | have forewarned you, that
those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God (Galatians 5:19-21)

Do you see the outcome for those who live according to the flesh? Jesus died because He did not want us
to live such a life. Jesus died because He knew some of us lived this way, but wanted to change. Let us
never go back to such a lifestyle. These are called the works of the flesh, because they are the opposite of
God and because they are what people who are not spiritually minded want to do. These kinds of sins are
obviously wrong, and we should know better. These sins are seen everyday on T.V., in the movies, and in
real life. We once lived in that world, but decided we wanted something better. Now those who belong to
Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions (Galatians 5:24).

After this dangerous list of sins, Paul then gives another list i the fruit of the Spirit: But the fruit of the
Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, [23] gentleness, self-control;
against such things there is no law (Galatians 5:22-23).

These are called the fruit of the Spirit, because they are the result of But the fruit of thefSpirit is
becoming spiritually minded. This is the Holy Spirit living within us. love, joy, peace, peltience,
This is our new life. No, our new life will not always be easy, but it will kindness, gd@dness,
be better. You will be happier with yourself and God will be happier

with you. Because of that, you will be happy in this life and for eternity in

Godbés kingdom.

Questions:
Which of the works of the flesh have you committed?
Which ones are more difficult for you to control?
What might these sins look like in real life? That is, what might
impurity and sensuality look like? Might this be seen in the way
we dress, or talk, or what movies we watch?
Can you thitmk ngfs Wh@ightirtlide?s e 0
What are some ways to become more abundant in the fruit of the Spirit?

Prayer: Making a change is difficult; pray that you will always have the desire to change
whatever is necessary in order to become more spiritually minded.

I
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#26 17 Contribution

Now concerning the collection for the saints, as | directed the churches of Galatia, so do you also.
On the first day of every week let each one of you put aside and save, as he may prosper, that no
collections be made when | come. And when | arrive, whomever you may approve, | shall send them
with letters to carry your gift to Jerusalem (1 Corinthians 16:1ff).

What do we learn from these three verses about the collection?

1) Itis for the saints - One purpose of the contribution is to help needy saints. There is no verse in the
Bible that teaches the church is to take up a collection for those who are not saints. That is a duty that each
individual is responsible to comply with, instead of it coming from the contribution. (Galatians 6:10). From
other scriptures, we learn other uses for the contribution. The work of the church consists of evangelism,
including anything related to such activity (Philippians 4:15). Also involved within this sphere is edification,
which is building up the saints spiritually to help them to grow. Again, materials needed for such activities
are included, such as song books and even a building to meet in since we are commanded to meet together
(Hebrews 10:25). The last work that can be scripturally supported out of the church treasury is helping
needy saints (1 Corinthians 16:1-2). It is important to use the money given only for scripturally approved
works. As stewards, it is hecessary to make sure the money is used. God never intended churches to
gather money, but rather to gather souls.

2) as | directed the churches of Galatia, so do you also - There are certain practices that you should
find in every church that is of Christ. It is not because churches have an earthly headquarters, but because
we have an earthly revelation from the heavenly headquarters.

3) On the first day of every week - Not only is this a weekly part of our service to God, it is on the first
day of the week. This is why we do this on Sunday, only on Sunday, and every Sunday.

4) as he may prosper - Common in the language of denominationalism is the word tithe me ani n g
tenth. o The new covenant does not teach us to ti
How do we calculate our prospering? Read also 2 Cor. 9:6-7 and it will help you figure this one out.

5) that no collections be made when | come - Some interpret the phrase, put aside and save (i.e. lay
by and store) to not refer to a collection by the church, but a private savings. A problem | have with that
interpret ati on is, then wouldndét Panl then had tan ha
collection when he came?

6) whomever you may approve - While the word autonomous
is not used in scripture, nevertheless the concept is there. One
church cannot tell another church what to do; in Corinth, even Paul
di dnot assume t o choose t hei
congregational involvement in decisions. While overseers have the
final say, they want and need your involvement.

7) carry your gift - Many Christians keep talking about the
contribution as a responsibility or obligation. If we study the
background of this contribution (2 Corinthians 8-9 gives more
information), we learn Paul never commands them to give. What
is commanded in 1 Corinthians 16:1-2 is the day the collection is
made. Our giving is a gift that we beg to give.

Questions:
What do you think was the secret to giving in 2 Corinthians 8:1-5?
What does 2 Corinthians 9:7 say about how we are to give?
What does 1 Corinthians 16:2 say about how much we are to give?
What day is mentioned as the acceptable day to give to the church treasury?

Prayer: Ask God to help you see how blessed you are, which will help you to give.
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#27 7 A Study of How Understanding

Authority Makes Us Different

Walking into the church building is shocking for some; not so much by what is here - pews, classrooms, songbooks - but by

wha't i's not her e. Notice | didnét say, Awhat i's miSatuesny| .

Pianos, Kitchens & Gymnasiums.

Nowadays, mahgsdchave gone into ntertainment
unscriptural. Although paying for kitchen from
having both amenities argue they both stand or fall together.

Why is there no kitchen? There are four things to consider in establishing authority (i.e. the right to act).
1) Precept/Command/Statement - As a church, we are commanded to meet together (Hebrews 10:25), not to eat together.
2) Examples commended by God - In the N.T. hospitality (i.e. eating together) was practiced as part of the home (i.e. today
in parks, homes, etc.), n o tActa 246 thayrworshipdd intthie eempte tbut wenthfr@ra house to
house to eat their meals.
3) Necessary Implication - Being told in o't to forsake the assembl i nplushungreus
exampl es, i mplies a place to meet, hence a fimeeting hou
eatingi s not part of our assembling, we dondét need a kitche
4) Silence i We mus't respect Go dilerg onsassénbling te eat alondh, eatng together as part of our
Achurch work, o and about a need for mes. kitchen. We alread
Two congregations let their desire to eat overcome their command to meet. One group, during the assembly, announced
that during the Lordds Supper, a group wdtoakindhdarothg gpmnaumidn® u s |
The otherwaseven wor se. So bl atant in their dishonor of Ch
chastised their actions. He told them to eat in their houses (1 Cor.11:22). | know the Corinthiang
the point is to separate how the individual works within the church and how the individual functions at home.

We dondt h aAreewe o podr?aAneave not musically inclined? The reason we do not have an instrument is that, the
N. T. doesndt aut horGodedoedsndtog inv. Objedtersopbird 8o thd @.T. Are we a N.T. people, or
an O.T. people? Are we Christians or Israelites? Did Jesus come to build His church (Matthew 16:18)?

Unl i ke many chur ches, wePedpkepuphemisticalye ceao i gny mrhaessieuni Enr i ¢c hmen
Cent er ssoundsTbradcriptural than calling it a gymnasium but is it? We  d dvawvé & gym for the same reason we
dondt hav@®odissilent oa thesubject; therefore, we have no N.T. authority. Search for a command, necessary
implication, or example for a congregation to use its contribution for such? Exercise our bodies at home. Church exercises
our souls (1 Timothy 4:8).

Why no kitchen? The reasoning is the same for not having a piano or gym. Where do we find permission (i.e., authority) for a
kitchen? God is not silent on the treasury being used for evangelism (Philippians 4:15); edification (1 Corinthians 9:11);
and needy saints (1 Corinthians 16:1-2). We are commanded to meet together (Hebrews 10:25) as a church, which is the
authority to build a building. While N.T. Christians often ate together, and | assume played together also, where is the
authority for this to be paid for from the treasury? Is there even one example where the church came together as a church to
eat a common meal? Some will build a kitchen with church funds but not buy the food with the same money. If you can do
one, why c¢ an 6Noticg anexachple inbthe velny Deginning: And day by day continuing with one mind in the
temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they were taking their meals together. (Acts 2:46) They separated
worship from common meals. A preacher told me that eating together was such an intricate part of church life that it would be
scriptur al t o have a spaghetti dinner in between the contrib
worship (1 Cor.11:17ff)andift he churchoés treasury is part of our worshi
also?

Instrumental music is wonderful in the proper place and purpose; bodily exercise is profitable; and | love eating with my
br et hr e n .confusetuw gersonal freedoms with how the treasury should be used. Why? Wedonot have Go(
permission!

QUGStiOﬂSZ Name some other ways we are to show respectt o G authorigy.

Prayer: Pray asking the Lord to help you to know who and how to show the necessary respect for the various authotities
in your life.
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#28 I Gambling - Should | Play the Lotto?

| wish there was a clear and simple verse directly condemning gambling, which includes the Lotto. The only
difference between the Lotto and poker is that one is approved by the state. | wonder how many play the
lotto but condemn other forms of gambling? Lottoiscalle d t he APoor Manés Tax.
Christian does play, and wins the Lotto, they win the money of many who cannot

afford to lose. Spiritually, that is troubling.

Why isné6ét there a clear and simple ve
wants to see if we can learn spiritual lessons from principles without being given
an explicit and direct command for everything. Before buying a lotto ticket, think
about a few things.

STEWARDSHIP -Everyt hi ng we-nb aneefydusan®e Myddisciple who does not
give up all his own possessions (Luke 14:33). This precondition is for all who decide to follow Jesus.
Everything we have is Gods and on |l oan to us. A
we are spending money borrowed from God when we gamble by purchasing a lotto ticket. Scriptures teach |
work for God (Colossians 3:23), that all my possessions are ultimately His. If | gamble, ultimately, whose
money am | gambling with?

GREED -Wh a't are our plans for our. . ewin?,
Are we gambling away Godds doll ar to
‘ on the parable of the talents (Matthew 25)? Ar e we <chancing
// to return to God millions? Are we already planning on what preachers to support
W overseas, whose doctor bills to pay, what orphans and widows to support? We
wono6t be able to use the excuse that
f‘: all, we were willing to take a chance on loosing the money to begin with! Someone

observed, Peoplewhocan afford to gamble donoét
need money candé6t afford to gambl e.

Listen to the foll owi ng Batthose whotwant to gdt rich pwhyGa god buy tWad
lotto ticket? Did you want to get rich?] fall into temptation [Are you tempting yourself?] and a snare [Are
you purposely walking into a trap?] and many foolish and harmful desires which plunge men into ruin
and destruction. [Are you willing to take a chance on taking a chance?] For the love of money [Are you
planning on giving away all the winnings?] is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it [Ask
yourself again why you are buying that lotto ticket?] have wandered away from the faith, and pierced
themselves with many a pang. (1 Timothy 6:9-10)

| wish there was a clear and simple verse condemning gambling. Personally, God has given me enough
guidance to make a clear and simple decision. How about you?

Questions:
If we have enough money to gamble with, do we need to pray, Give us this day our daily bread
(Matthew 6:11)7?
Why do you think many Christians will play the lotto but condemn other forms of gambling?
Can you think of other areas where God has not given a specific prohibition, but expects us to apply
His principles?

Prayer: Ask God for wisdom to know how to apply His principles for living righteously?
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Weekly review and discussion questions.
Day / Lesson

22 List the top three things that make you angry?

A. Is it truly anger on each

B. Why angry?

C. How do | handle each?

D. How should | handle each?

23 Did you read the story of David? If not, please do so now. Then read Psa. 51

where he repents. Our goal is to have that kind of penentant heart when we sin.
List some key phrases from Psa. 51 that shows his heart.

24 A. What were the two tools brought out in this days lesson?
When studying we are to | ook foré
wW w wW w w H
B. What were the three ARO0Os of Bible S
C. Have you practiced these since the lesson?

25 Which of these works of the flesh do you struggle with the most?

26 When we give each 1% day of the week, should we consider it a thithe?
€ an obligatie®n® grateful gift?

27 A. What 4 guidelines should we consider when seeking to establish authorithy
from Goddés Word?
B. What are somethings that God is silent on, that clearly would be wrong?

28 Have you ever bought a lotto ticket?
What did you see from this days lesson how that could be wrong?




Although oversimplifying, there are three types of churches common today: Denominational;
Interdenominational; Non-Denominational (or Un-Denominational). Many are unaware of the differences and
are spiritually endangering their souls.

1 il

What is a denomination?  While there are many nuances, the two foundational factors are name and

organization. The organization is a collection of local churches making up the whole denomination. As a quarter is a

denomination of money, a local Baptist Church is part of the Baptist Denomination. Also, to denominate is to hame.
For example, the Catholic Church is the largest and oldest denomination. It is a collection of local churches
organized ultimately under a Pope in Rome. Also, they have made their denomination and called themselves as
the fARoman Catholic Chur ch. uslymBbisingamtieBiblé. iSome haveusee Jesus' n |
discussion of many branches and one vine as authority. However, the branches are individuals, not churches
(JIn.15). Two simple questions | l' i ke to ask peos@dmentar
recorded in the Bible?b0 Most answer, fiNo. O fiThe

What is an interdenomination? This is a hybrid between denominations and nondenominations. Correctly,
they sometimes do not have universally accepted names, nor have most
organized into collections of churches. Therefore according to name and

organization, they are non-denominational; but their attitude towards denominations is one of

acceptance. Their members sometimes still retain denominational ties. They are filled with

Presbyterians, Catholics, Baptists, etc. Also, very little doctrine is emphasized. Any baptism is

usually accepted as |l ong as one fibelieveso

believe in what Jesus taught (Mt.28:20).

What is a non -denom ination? This is the biblical approach. The Bible never denominates a

name for churches (fichurch of Christo is a des

of God, in that we belong to God); and the only organization is local (i.e. overseers and deacons). If

denominations are foreign to the Bible, then we should not be one, nor accept them as scriptural.

Our claim is that we are non-denominational. Some outsiders misunderstand that to mean we accept all beliefs. While we are
patient with one another, we are working toward unity speaking only what God speaks (1 Cor.1:10).

In conclusion, being denominational is unscriptural; likewise being interdenominational is wrong. However, being non-
denominational is only part of what makes church biblical. We must study so we can live the life of Christ and know the teachings of
Christ. In that way, we will truly be a church of Christ.

[Here are fifteen questions all with the same answer]
What denominational church did Jesus establish when He said, "l wi | | build My church?0 (Matt. 16:
What denominational church does the Bible say Christ gave some to be "apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors
and teachers...?0 (Eph. 4:11)
What denominational church were the letters of Romans, 1st. & 2nd Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 1st. &
2nd Thessalonians written to?
What denominational church organization is found in the Bible?
The letters of Titus and 1st & 2nd Timothy were written to preachers of what denomination?
Which denominational church did Jesus promise to return for and save in heaven?
The Book of Acts is the early church history of what denominational church?
What passage in the Bible teaches the popular modern idea, "Join the church of your choice."?
When God inspired Paul to write, "there is one body" and "For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body," which denomination was
God describing? (Eph. 4:4; 1 Cor. 12:13)
If you are a member of a denomination, which denomination did the Bible tell you to join?
Of which denominational church is Jesus the "head?" (Eph. 4:15; Col.1:18)
Of which denomination were each of the seven churches of Asia mentioned in Revelation chapters 1-3
What denominational church did the apostles join?
What denominational church did the Lord add saved people to in Acts 2:37-46?
Which denominational church should you join? Answer: NONE!

Prayer:
That God can use you to help those you know to come to the Lord and escape that which is not of God and will condemn them for
an eternity.
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#30 T When Is Jesus Coming Back?

AWhen i s Jesus Ifthereis an gvenbraocelspeculated about than the Second Coming, | do
not know what it is. When He comes mankind on earth will end. (2 Peter 3:10-14)

William Miller, founder of the Seventh-Day Adventi st Church, specified
appearance - March 21, 1843. After his failure, the embarrassed Miller refigured and set Oct. 22, 1844.
Wedre stildl her e!

Joseph Smith Jr., who founded the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, in 1835 announced the
Lord was nigh and that 56 years should wind up the scene. Smith, did not live to see that his guess of 1891
was wrong - he was shot to death in disgrace in a Carthage, MO jail in 1844. We 6 r e st i | | he

N1891 Charles Taze Russell, founder of the Jehov
date for the Second Coming, but declared Jesus already had come invisibly in October 1874 i that makes it
harder to prove him wartoenrg,c hdaonegsendd tt hiet !d aRues soefl 1J els
invisible coming in 1914. We 6r e st i | | her e!

Russell 6s successor, Joseph F. R u MilhioasrNove Livithg WillbNeved i
Deannouncing Jesus 0 926 andtha theyatnaictts Allradham, Isaacland Jacob would
be seen on the earth. His disciples bought a dream mansion, Beth Sarim, House of Princes, in San Diego to
honor the patriarchs. Rutherford lived in the home until his death in 1942, and then the house was sold.
Webre stildl

Nat han Knorr, ssuectc etshseo rd,at e f o
After that miscue, he changed it to Oct31.We 6re stildl

After the failure of five dates by the j |l eaders of the Jeahpp
is no wonder that in November 1995, the current spokesman for the group,

Robert Jackson, gives no new guess, but simply says,

ti me of Wehder ee nsdt.iol |

Hal Lindsey wrote that Christ would return within 40 years of 1948 (The
Late Great Planet Earth, pp.53-54). Moreover, Lindsey foretold
what he himself would experience when Christ would
appear: | was driving down the freeway and all of a
sudden the place went crazy...cars going in all
directions...and not one of them had a driver. | mean
it was wild. o (p. Wedre still here
AnotherselF-ma de prophet, Harold Whisenant, foll owi 8Bg
Reasons Why Christ Will Come Back in 1988. We 6 r e st i | | her e!

No doubt, someone will predict each and every year as the end, until there is finally an end. Read 2 Peter
3:8-18, and ask yourself, fACan anyone predict when
delaying simply because foolish men keep guessing. Until that time, w e 0 rilehera! t

Questions:
1 Why do you think God has not told us when the end of the world is?
1 Since we do not know when, how does 2 Peter 3:8-18 help us?

Prayer: When you pray, ask for the kind of heart that looks forward to seeing Jesus.
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IMPORTANT: Study these lessons the same time and same place each dayl
#31 I Secretsto Staying Saved

ifiPssté. Do you want Everyonkloveswecrats. sTleseacrets |am about to tell you are
directly from the Holy Spirit. In inspiring the book of Hebrews, the Holy Spirit gives us one secret to staying
faithful. Just to give you a little history: By faith Abraham, when he was called by God to move, obeyed
by going out to a place which he was to receive for an inheritance; and he went out, not knowing
where he was going. [9] By faith he lived as an alien in the land of promise, as in a foreign land,
dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, fellow heirs of the same promise (Hebrews 11:8-9). Now
notice what He says about Abraham, Sarah, Isaac and Jacob: And indeed if they had been thinking of
that country from which they went out, they would have had opportunity to return (Hebrews 11:15).
What was the secret that kept them believing in the promise of God, even though times got difficult? They
did not allow themselves the option to even think about the former country as theirhome! They di d
backwards. When you do not allow yourself options, decisions areeasy. Dondt gi ve yo
to stop praying, stop reading, and stop attendi ng{

While the first secret to stayingsavedi s, fiDondét think about the past,
ADo think about the past. o N prior td becaming ia GHristian ablt kather g
the pastwhen we becamea Chr i st i an .2Timatheytl:6-84 - Foo thik reason | remind you to
kindle afresh the gift of God which is in you through the laying on of my hands. [7] For God has not
given us a spirit of timidity, but of power and love and discipline. [8] Therefore do not be ashamed of
the testimony of our Lord or of me His prisoner, but join with me in suffering for the gospel
according to the power of God, [9] who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according
to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was granted us in Christ Jesus
from all eternity, [10] but now has been revealed by the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who
abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel, [11] for which | was
appointed a preacher and an apostle and a teacher. [12] For this reason | also suffer these things,
but | am not ashamed; for | know whom | have believed and | am convinced that He is able to guard
what | have entrusted to Him until that day. [13] Retain the standard of sound words which you have
heard from me, in the faith and love which are in Christ Jesus. [14] Guard, through the Holy Spirit
who dwells in us, the treasure which has been entrusted to you.

As Paul is encouraging Timothy to rekindle his faith, he is asking him to remember the grace that he
received from Jesus.

1 Do you remember what it cost Jesus to save us?

1 Do you remember how you felt before you were
baptized into Jesus Christ?

1 Do you remember the joy, as you were reborn?

So what are the two secrets?
1. Don6t | ook oldé&fewthlengingy our
2. Do look back at your new life with love.

Questions: :
T What ot her isecretso can@
you stay saved?
1 What other lessons can you learn from 2 Timothy
1:6-147

Prayer: Thank God for not only saving you, but also showing you how to stay saved.







